
APPENDIX A  

Entwisle Rd / Reservoir St                                               

Responses to Public consultation  

 

Objector 
 

Objections to the proposals (comments written as received) 

 

Objector A 

 

 

Objects to the scheme as she feels the 20mph speed limit will increase congestion 

along Entwisle Road. 

 

Response 

There is no evidence to support the claim that the introduction of a 20mph speed limit will increase 

congestion within the area. Reducing the speed limit and introducing traffic calming will only serve to 

improve safety for all road users. 

 

 

Objector B  

I would like to object to the proposal as mentioned in the leaflet which was posted 

last week.  I have lived on Entwisle Road for over thirty years. 

I do not agree with the suggestions as outlined in the leaflet received.  Entwisle Road 

is a major Road in Rochdale and one that is very well known.  This has always been a 

central hub for traffic and will be, not because of the Croft Shifa or Leisure Centre. 

I absolutely disagree with the idea of speed cushions.  This will have an impact on 

damaging our vehicles suspensions, bearings and not to mention the inner shoulders 

which get ripped to shreds.  We will have to change our tyres regularly due to failed 

MOTs. 

Speed bumps and cushions will also lead to drivers to change to a lower gear and 

produce more pollutants; not to say there isn’t more than enough already. 

The 20mph zone will also slow traffic down and cause congestion.  Has anyone 

thought about the school children who cross this road during peak times? 

Personally, these factors will have an impact on the residents who live on the road.  

This scheme seems very good but the home zone in the past has wrecked Ramsey 

Street and South Street and I believe they are more dangerous now than they were 

before.   There are so many near misses on those streets. 

I cannot afford to have any speed cushions on the block that I live [202 – 180].  We 

are already suffering and would be grateful if councillors could think of resident 

parking rather than reduce spaces and make life harder for the residents. 

We have already lost valuable car parking space due to the mini roundabout. 

The speed cushions DO NOT PREVENT idiot drivers speeding.  If anyone wants to 

speed, they will do so regardless of speed bumps or speed cushions and the majority 

of these drivers already have souped up cars with stronger suspensions.  Again the 

impact will be on local residents. 

As regard the accidents in the past; two major reasons: the first idiot drivers who 

speed and secondly, children who constantly run crossing the roads, don’t use 

crossing provided. 

My final thoughts, I WOULD LIKE TO SEE SPEED CAMERAS ON THE ROAD and idiot 

drivers charged for their offences; this is your only solution to this issue.  Once 

people are charged then word starts spreading to watch out for these roads as you 

will be charged so best to keep to the speed limit. 

 

Response 

Research undertaken by the Department for Transport indicates that if vehicles travel over traffic calming 

features at the appropriate speeds then there is no impact on vehicles and their maintenance. Speed 



cushions are specifically designed to allow vehicles with a wider wheelbase (emergency vehicles, buses etc) 

to pass over with little impact. 

Considerable research has also been undertaken by the Department for Transport with regard to vehicle 

emissions and air quality; results have shown that although there is a slight increase in emissions this can be 

offset by the reduction in the number of vehicles using traffic calmed areas.  Particular attention would 

need to be given to the balance between the reduction in personal injury accidents and possible increases in 

vehicle emissions. 

In the area of the Home Zone around Ramsey Street, data shows that there has been only one recorded 

personal injury accident in the last three years.  

Within the proposed scheme there are no proposals to remove any parking provision outside the block of 

houses 180-202 Entwisle Road. To prevent vehicles from undercutting the speed cushions it is proposed to 

introduce a 600mm wide island within the parking bays which will be located at a point coinciding with the 

junction of 198 and 200 Entwisle Road, due to its size, this should not hinder parking within the area. 

There will always be a minority of determined drivers who will continue to speed, regardless of the type of 

traffic calming introduced. Any traffic calmed area with a reduced speed limit will change the manner in 

which the vast majority of drivers drive within an area. 

Strict criteria is now applied before the introduction of any new speed camera sites, this criteria is based on 

accident numbers and vehicle speeds and that all other engineering works aimed at reducing vehicle speeds 

are carried out before new sites are established.  Any new camera sites would need to be funded by 

Rochdale MBC, the cost of providing numerous cameras to cover such a large area would be prohibitive.   

 

 

Objector C 

 

 

We write in objection to road humps scheme for Entwisle Road, Belfield Rd and 

Reservoir Street (Rochdale). We make road journeys Milnrow to Croft Health Centre 

using this route. It is already a low speed route due to parking where Reservoir 

Street joins Belfield Road. We slow down to 8mph for dip and chicane at the end of 

Croxton Ave. Then 18mph is enough on the rough surface all way to Entwisle Road. 

Entwisle Road is also narrowed by parked cars on most of its length – so reducing 

speeds. 

Each one of your road humps gives us 4 jolts to our frail bodies (8 if ramps are 

approached at an angle). 

Road humps throughout the borough have their different problems especially for us 

disabled folks). 

Many bus routes are unavailable to us due to unpredictable jolting which causes 

discomfort, pain  even injury to dodgy joints. 

Furthermore our experience is that speed cushions and road humps do not reduce 

speeds of all vehicles. Speeders still speed when they wish, whether the speed limit 

is 20 or 30 it is no matter they go at 40 or more, regardless. 

You are causing difficulty, annoyance, and discomfort with all present and predicted 

road humps. Scrap them all except in special cases such as schools. 

Spend the money to repair roads not worsen them. 

 

Response  

Research undertaken by the Department for Transport indicates that if vehicles travel over traffic calming 

features at the appropriate speeds then there is no impact on vehicles or occupants. Speed cushions are 

specifically designed to allow vehicles with a wider wheelbase (emergency vehicles, buses etc) to pass over 

with little impact. 

There will always be a minority of determined drivers who will continue to speed, regardless of the type of 

traffic calming introduced. Any traffic calmed area with a reduced speed limit will change the manner in 

which the vast majority of drivers drive within an area. 

Belfield Road is scheduled to be re-surfaced prior to the introduction of any traffic calming features. 

 

 



Supporter Comments in support of the proposals 

 

Supporter A 

I have to say it has taken a long time for this to happen since there have been quite 

a few high speed incidents right outside my doorstep. I live at 147 Entwisle Road, 

and i have noted people driving at over 50mph due to the straightness of the road 

so these new measures are welcome. I'm not so sure about the 20mph speed limit 

as it does seem a little low, and how much it will be observed remains to be seen. 

Further down Entwisle road near number 83 there is a problematic crossing island 

that i have seen many drivers swerve in and out from. I don't see the point of it 

anymore apart from being an inconvenience on the road, maybe you could look into 

that. 

Response 

The 20mph speed limit is the standard speed limit when introducing a traffic calmed zone.  This will also 

provide an interconnected area with the surrounding streets.  

The traffic island provides a safe place for pedestrians to cross and serves to reduce vehicle speeds; this 

would be an integral part of any scheme. 

 

 

Supporter B 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, thank you, at last we are having speed bumps on 

George Street. We are thrilled to bits. Drivers chase up George 

street like it is Brans Hatch and we and the scouts have little 

children on our premises. So, this is wonderful news. May I just make a suggestion 

that one of the bumps be a little lower down the street eg on line with Norris Street 

and then the slowing down process is under control before the Scouts and 

Turners’ premises? To have them a lot higher up George street still gives drivers a 

long running jump up the hill, only to screech to a halt past the danger zone at Crook 

Street. (even with a 20 mph limit they will take no notice). 

Thank you so much. We are very relieved...George Street and the crazy drivers is an 

accident just waiting to happen. 

Response 

Additional traffic calming features could be installed at the location suggested. An additional consultation 

process would have to be undertaken in accordance with the Highways Act 1980 and additional funds would 

need to be identified. The existing proposals could be introduced with the additional works undertaken as a 

separate scheme.  

 

Supporter C 

 

I wish to make some comments which I hope are taken on board considering the 

council is making an investment in trying to improve road safety.  I live at 147 

Entwisle Road, Rochdale, OL16 2JJ and have lived here for 12 years. My comments 

are echoed by many residents along my block.  These are: 

1. The road traffic accidents which have occurred on this road over the last 5 

years have mostly occurred between 131 & 151 Entwisle Road which is the 

most dangerous stretch of this road as motorist tend to speed through the 

mini round about and then unable to navigate the bend tend to crash into 

cars parked across the road 131 & 151 Entwisle Road.  I have seen two fatal 

crashes, luckily no-one besides the driver was injured as these have 

happened between 12 midnight and 4am. 

2. The speed cushion should be further up or nearer 151 Entwisle Road to 

deter people thinking of speeding especially coming from the mini 

roundabout and is also spaced out evenly as compared to the other 

cushions. This is particularly important when cars come speeding from the 

mini roundabout. Please note that the way the plans display the speed 

cushions at the moment my fear is that drivers coming from the mini round 

at speed and who lose control of their cars will fly over and have a bigger 

impact on pedestrians and parked cars than in the previous 5years which 



will be fatal! 

3. Some speed cameras or something more visible is needed as well as the 

speed cushions on the stretch of road between 17 and 151 Entwisle Road 

should be considered as a detriment as it’s a joys riders dream at the 

moment when cars reach speeds of 60miles per hour on a daily basis.  We as 

residents hear the speed booms regularly.  I hope this is considered. 

I hope the above points are considered and the plans updated to make this a 

workable solution which benefits the community and residents 

 

Response 

The traffic calming features and their distances apart are in line with Department for Transport guidelines 

for 20mph zones.  These take into account other traffic calming features such as mini-roundabouts, islands 

and bends etc. 

Strict criteria is now applied before the introduction of any new speed camera sites, this criteria is based on 

both accident numbers and vehicle speeds and that all other engineering works are carried out before new 

sites are established.   

 

  

 

 

 


